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On May 16, 2006, the 
Water Services Trust 
Fund (WSTF) in 

collaboration with the Ministry 
of Finance and Ministry of 
Water and Irrigation hosted 
a one day donor consultative 
meeting at the School of 
Monetary Studies in Nairobi to 
create awareness and highlight 
the challenges in extending 
water and sanitation services to 
underserved areas in Kenya.  

A total of 73 participants 
drawn from a cross-section of 
key stakeholders in the water 
sector, bilateral and multilateral 
funding agencies, private sector, 
civil society organisations and 
beneficiary communities groups 
participated in the meeting. 

In his welcoming remarks, 
the WSTF Chairman of the 
Board of Trustees, Mr. John 
Munuve noted that, since 
establishment, the Board of 
Trustees had approved the 
funding of 101 projects by june 
2006, which spread throughout 
the country at a cost of Kshs. 
952 million.  Implementation 
of the approved projects was 
in progress and by the end of 
April 2006, 13 projects were 

WSTF Hosts First Donor  Consultative Meeting  

complete while a majority 
of the other projects were 
at an advanced stage of 
implementation. 

While delivering the keynote 
address, the Minister for 
Finance, Hon. Amos Kimunya, 
shared his optimism that the 
Water Services Trust Fund will 
be a resounding success in 
encouraging communities to 
boost their level of participation 
in the development process and 
help reduce poverty in arid and 
semi arid areas.

On his part, the minister for 
Water and Irrigation Hon. 
Mutua Katuku acknowledged 
the ongoing partnership with 
the governments of Kenya, 
Sweden and Denmark which 
had availed Ksh.750 million to 
the WSTF.  The partnership 
had enabled the WSTF assist 
101 community water and 
sanitation projects, which will 
benefit over 400,000 people 
when fully operational, he 

noted.  Consequently, there 
are over 450 viable proposals 
from community groups 
valued at over Kshs.2.8 billion 
shillings, which amplifies the 
high demand for this type of 
mechanism.

In a message read on his 
behalf, the World Bank Country 
Director, Collins Bruce noted 
that financing the water sector 
requires vast resources and he 
envisaged the financing and 
resource mobilisation strategy 
would have to be multi-
pronged. The Country Director 
distinguished the creation 
of the WSTF as a financing 
mechanism as innovative, 
appropriate and very significant 
in the planned programme.  

Other key speakers were Mr. 
Eric Van Der Linden, Head 
of Delegation, European 
Commission(EC) in Kenya, 
who noted that the EC has 
developed a mechanism to 
support projects in the sector 
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T
he Water Services Trust 
Fund has made huge strides 
in its short existence, and in 

May 2006, we held our first donor 
consultative meeting where we 
shared the needs and existing 
opportunities in the water sector 
with current and potential donors. 

The objective of this meeting 
was to leverage for the resource 
mobilisation in the sector and 
to facilitate pro-poverty water 
and sanitation programmes in 
underserved rural and low income 
areas of the country.

Bringing together over 70 
participants drawn from the donor 
community, the government and 
communities that have benefited 
from the WSTF, the consultative 
forum enabled the WSTF share 
the myriad of challenges the 
Government faces in its endeavour 
to increase access to safe clean 
water.

The meeting targeted potential 
development partners and it 
provided a key anchorage for a 
road map in pursuing specific 
programmes with multilateral and 
bilateral partners by the Trust 
Fund. It was graced the Minister of 
Finance, Hon. Amos Kimunya who 
delivered the keynote address, the 
Minister for Water and Irrigation, 
Hon. Mutua Katuku, the Swedish 
Ambassador, Amb. Bo Goransson, 
and the Permanent Secretary for 
Water and Irrigation.

During the period July 2006 to 
June 2007, we have planned a 
four pronged resource mobilization 
approach; namely, to develop 
and submit funding proposals to 
development partners, leveraging 
with the private sector and other 
public financing, internal revenue 
generation system, as well as 
lobbying for  increased government 
funding allocation to water and 
sanitation.

We urge Companies to join us fund 
these water and sanitation projects 
most of which target the neediest 
communities in this country.

Eng. Simon Mwangi
Chief Executive Officer, WSTF
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in sub-Saharan Africa. The Swedish 
Ambassador to Kenya, H.E. Bo 
Göransson appreciated the initiation 
of the pro-poor targeting strategy but 
he noted the need for more emphasis 
on gender mainstreaming.
The participants reached consensus 
that: 
❐ Water Services Trust Fund 

will collaborate and leverage 
resources from other agencies like 
Constituency Development Fund 
(CDF), Local Authority Transfer 
Fund (LATF), Water Resources 
Management Authority (WRMA), 
Ministry of Education, Ministry of 
Health and others;

❐ In its pursuit to provide financial 
support for the provision of water 
and sanitation services to the 
underserved areas, WSTF shall 
ensure equity in the distribution of 
resources within the seven Water 
services Boards;

❐ WSTF funded projects will be 
monitored, audited and impact 
evaluation done at the completion 
of project implementation;

❐ Pro poor targeting will be done 
regularly in order to apply 
experience gained and to ensure 
resources are directed to needy 
areas. However, WSTF will develop a 
window that will assist communities 
from the areas considered to be 
rich;

❐ WSTF support provided to the 
underserved areas will be linked 
and coordinated with the national 
development plan;

❐ WSTF will periodically host donor 
consultative meetings;

 

New Board of Trustees Appointed

Five board members of WSTF have 
paved way for new leadership on 
the expiry of their successful three-

year term at the organization. The former 
trustees have served and nurtured the 
organization since its inception in May 2004. 
During their serving period, the founding 
trustees approved close to 101 water 
projects worth Ksh 750  million in different 
underserved areas in Kenya.

Within that period, the board  recruited top 
management, set three years strategic plan 
for WSTF and new offices. 

Hon. Mutua Katuku, the minister for 
Water and Irrigation has hailed this as a 
major achievement for the water sector 
in Kenya and praised the former trustees 
for their steadfast commitment to achieve 
the organization’s goals.  He has also 
encouraged the new board members to 
serve the organization with dedication and 
enthusiasm and build on goals laid by the 
founding members. 
Replacing Dr. Eddah Gachukia as the 

chairperson is Mr. John Munuve. A 
development consultant by profession, Mr. 
Munuve has worked as a consultant for 
the United Nations Development Program 
(UNDP) in New York, the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUNCN), 
and as conflict analyst at Swiss Peace 
Foundation in Somalia.

He has also served as a senior programme 
advisor for rural water supplies in the 
Ministry of Local Government in Zimbabwe 
and as a senior advisor, democracy, 
governance and conflict prevention within 
the US Presidential Initiative on the Great 

Residents of Nyakairu  in Naivasha East had for 
a long time experienced water shortages. They 
therefore initiated a community water project and 
made a request to the Water Services Trust Fund 
(WSTF), to fund the Nyakairu Water Project. 

Through such community projects, WSTF 
intends to assist in financing the provision of 
water services to those areas in Kenya that have 
inadequate water resources and services. The 
Nyakairu Water Project Chairman, Mr. Charles 
Ragu Kamau, speaks on their experiences as they 
implement their water project. 

1. Nyakairu is a very fertile area and the weather 
is really friendly. Why is water scarce?
Though Nyakairu is a fertile area, the residents 
who are mainly small scale farmers entirely rely 
on rain water, both for farming and for household 
use. In effect, water shortages are experienced 
during the dry season, and more so now, as 
the weather has not been very predictable. The 
change of weather pattern is partly attributed 
to population growth in the area that has seen 
felling down of trees to pave way for settlement 
and cultivation land. During the dry season, the 
dams and rain water storage facilities dry out and 
residents are forced to buy water from vendors 
who are located six kilometers away, at Kinungi 
shopping centre. 

2. What is the expected project coverage?
At the moment the project will benefit 2400 
community residents and 2100 livestock of 
Muraigushu sub-location when completed. In 
the long run, the project is expected serve the 
neighbouring communities, since we plan to 
expand the project with the revenue collected, by 
drilling an additional borehole and constructing 
a storage tank. 

3. What have you been able to achieve since the 
WSTF disbursed funds for the project?
The community initially presented a request 
to the Catholic Diocese of Nakuru to assist in 
drilling of a well. After the drilling was done, 
we then presented our proposal to WSTF who 

Mr. John Munuve, WSTF Chairman 

Horn of Africa (GHAI) among other posts.

Munuve also served in the board of 
Montreal based International Secretariat for 
Water (ISW). He also participated in many 
water supply and sanitation collaborative 
council activities in Geneva, Switzerland.

The Chairman noted that the great 
challenge for the new board members is 
to mobilize resources. The resources will 
enable needy Kenyans to get access to 
quality water. 

Outgoing Trustees include Mrs. Margaret 
Mwangola, Mr. Peter Okeyo Arunga, Prof. 
Prisca Tuitoek, and Mr. A. D. Haji Ogle. 

Incoming Trustees to serve with Mr. 
Munuve are Prof. Jacob Kaimenyi the vice 
chairperson, Ms Ummie Mavumba, Mr. Davis 
Muoki Nyamu, Mrs. Theresa Chepkwony, Mr. 
Peter Lukas Aija, Mr. Gunnar Schultzberg 
and permanent secretaries’ representatives 
in the ministries of water and finance 
Ambassador John Mukuria and Mr. Billow 
Abdi respectively. 

provided funds amounting to Ksh 4 million for the 
purchase of a water pump and building materials 
for storage tanks. The tank at the project site 
holds 100 cubic meters of water. 

In addition to providing labour, the community 
contributed Ksh 350,000 to add to this kitty. Eight 
committee members have also been trained on 
water conservation and project management.

A water storage tank with a 90 cubic meters 
capacity has also been constructed at the 
Nyakairu primary school. Six improved ventilated 
pit latrines at four community institutions have 
been constructed. We are now constructing three 
water kiosks at three strategic locations for easy 
access. The members are digging trenches to lay 
down water distribution pipes to their homes.

4. How has the project benefited the local 
community?
We have already benefited from the reduction in 
water costs as we now purchase a 20 litre jerrican 
at Ksh 5/=, from our project as compared to 
Ksh10/= from other sources. Hygiene standards at 
school have also improved after the construction 
of ventilated pit latrines and availability of water 
to clean them. 

The project has an indigenous tree nursery at 
the project site. The trees are distributed and 
planted to increase vegetation cover to conserve 
our water resources. 

>>>From Page 1

Some of the Nyakairu Water Project Committee 
Members at the Project Site

Nyakairu Residents Embraces Water Project
>> From Pg 2 
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In Wajir town, night soil men walk 
the streets every night from 8pm to 
4am collecting “night soil”, that is 

human excrement, from bucket toilets 
in peoples houses for emptying 6 km 
away from the town. The Wajir County 
Council has 34 night soil men in its 
employment and they collect about 420 
buckets of human waste a day using 
the two council tractors. Many night 
soil collectors are said to have been 
abandoned by their wives while others 
have contracted tuberculosis, dysentery, 
malaria and other skin diseases.  Some 
have even lost their eyes after the waste 
spilled on them. 

During the colonial era, Wajir town 
adopted the bucket latrine as opposed 
to pit latrines which polluted the local 
shallow wells that are the only source 
of water in the town. Currently, Wajir 
has 5,000 shallow wells sunk in most 
homesteads. It is therefore not possible 
to sink pit latrines in the town without 
contaminating the only source of water.

To get rid of their waste, more than three 
quarters of the town’s residents use the 
‘cat style method’, whereby they relieve 
themselves in the bush. Twenty five 
percent of the population uses bucket 
latrines while the upper class residents, 
a paltry 5 percent, use septic tanks. 

Due to rising population pressure, the 
Council is only able to collect 2 tonnes 
of the 94,000 tonnes of human waste 
produced in the town every 
year. The residents end up 
with overflowing bucket 
latrines which in turn 
contaminate ground water 
and food sources. The 
poor waste management 
has contributed to a 
sharp rise of water borne 
disease in the town and 
its environs. In 2002, Wajir 
town experienced cholera 
outbreak that resulted to 
52 deaths and a total of 400 
patients were treated. 

The ultimate solution to 
Wajir town’s sanitation 
problem lies in the 
construction of conventional 
sewerage system. However, 
given that such a system 
needs water to be pumped 
from far off to facilitate its 
operation and the enormous 
cost involved, it may take 

years before this is realized.

The other alternatives are not short term 
interventions. One of the alternatives is 
to improve and possibly modernized the 
bucket system for the time being while a 
long-term solution is being considered. 
The other option recommended by an 
Inter Ministerial Task Force constituted 
to prepare a proposal on Wajir Water 
Supply and Sanitation is ecological 
sanitation (Ecosan) toilets.

The Ecosan latrine employs a system 
where urine is separated from excreta. 
The excreta are treated with ash and left 
for six months to allow the excreta to get 
dehydrated and sanitize.

Bacteriological analysis carried out by 
KEMRI on the sanitized shows that 
excreta was germ free and could be used 

as manure to grow trees and vegetables.

Arising from recommendations of the 
Inter Ministerial Task Force, Arid Lands 
Development Focus (ALDEF), a local 
NGO operating in Wajir District, the 
Wajir County Council and Public Health 
Officers with the support of Marline 
and Ketainer sent a team to Uganda to 
study the implementation of ecological 
sanitation project. 

Through the support of the WSTF, a 
pilot project has been initiated in the 
town aiming to support the construction 
of 100 model ecosan toilets and training 
of community members on the benefits 
and using the latrines. 

Ecosan latrines are economical to 
put up and maintain and suitable for 
both urban and rural areas. They also 
eliminate foul smell, reduce flies, and 
mosquitoes. The health of the night soil 
men is also improved as they handle 
non-hazardous waste. 

The pilot latrines are expected to 
benefits almost 6,000 people as they are 
being put up in schools, government 
offices, health centre and the homes of 
opinion and community leaders so as to 
encourage their adaptation. 

However, the demand for the more 
Ecosan toilets has continued to arise. 
Some residents have gone to an extent 
of building their own Ecosan toilets 
through ALDEF technical assistance.  

RReplacing Bucket Toilets with EcoSan 
Latrines in Wajir

An Ecosan latrine constructed in Wajir. Note the high slab design as 
it supports the ecosan toilet fitted to the height level

Wajir resident standing next to bucket toilet 
commonly used in the area. WSTF is funding 
replacement of bucket toilets with Ecosan Toilets. 
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FDuring a past review trip to 
review the Mukiti Water Project, 
an old man caused a lot of 
amusement with this comment
“Most of the old men in this area 
are getting younger. Before the 
project was started, the women 
spent most of the time searching 
for water leaving us at home 
hungry with nobody to cook for 
us. A visitor would have thought 
that this was a village of old men 
as you could only find skinny 
men walking with the help of 
walking sticks. Since the mukiti 
water project was launched, our 
wives take less time at the water 
point, and they come home 
earlier to cook for us. We have 
now started walking straight and 
are about to throw away the 
walking sticks”. 

Beneficiary of the Mukiti 
Water Project

Water Proverb
“However long the seasonal 
river takes, the dry river bed 
never forgets where it used to 
be”

Contact us
The Chief Executive Officer

The Water Services Trust Fund
CIC Plaza 2nd Floor, Mara Road,
P.O. Box 49699-00100, Nairobi

Tel: 254-20-2720696
Fax: 254-20-2723457

E-mail: info@wstfkenya.org

Editorial, Design and Production by Apex Communications Ltd., Hurlingham Medicare Plaza, Suite 415, 4th floor, 
Argwings Kodhek Road. P.O. Box 12313 - 00400, Nairobi. Tel: 254 20 2716890; Tel/Fax: 254 20 2719478, Email: aclcom@bidii.com 

ABOUT WSTF
The Water Services Trust Fund (WSTF) was established through the Water Act 2002 which 
initiated the Water Sector Reforms. The functions of the WSTF are: to mobilize resources 
from bilateral and multilateral development partners and to apply the resources to provide 
water supply and sanitation services in underserved communities. The WSTF is currently 
receiving funding from the Government of Kenya, SIDA and DANIDA. 

Editorial team
Eng. S.A.O. Alima
Mary Muchoki
Eng. Japheth Mutai
P.M. Matseshe
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From the BeneficiariesConstruction of Manguva Dam

Funded Projects upto June 2006

Women collecting water from a dried river bed in Manguva area

Construction of Manguva dam in progress

The construction of 
900,000m3 Manguva 
dam located at Nzawa 

Location, Mwingi District 
will improve environmental 
protection to area residents, 
assist in capacity building and 
enhance sanitation. 
The entire project will cost 
Ksh.29 million with WSTF 
contributing Ksh. 27 million. 
The project implemented by 
Netwas International will serve 
12,000 people of Manguva 
and will help them carry 
out farming, fish farming, 
and provide water to their 
livestock. 
Manguva Dam is expected to 
be complete by September 
2006. 


